Start Here

Congratulations on starting your piloting adventure! Training is both
exhilarating and challenging. You will have training days where you feel on
top of the world and others where you know you could have done better. It’'s
an exciting process, and everyone is here to support you and help you stay
motivated and learning! When you need help or encouragement don'’t be
afraid to talk to an instructor—we’ve all gone through the same training and
understand the high and lows.

NERTR TRV TER! GBS AXEXEEhkKME. LA HRERERNEIRKT
At SROEHMRIFBEEEREEFTE. XE—NSAXENTE, 8MASEXE
SFHR, FEMMRIFEIOMAMES! JURFESWEMAE R, FEEROEIMZIK——
B DS RERD)IZR, EBBEI4HRIRSEIFNES.

Training time will mainly depend on frequency of flying and self-study. You
should enroll in an online ground school, but know that every student will
need in-person ground training with an instructor as well. Home self-study
will save you a lot of time and money helping you come better prepared and
knowledgeable for each flight and/or ground lesson.
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For your first lesson please bring a government issued ID AND a
passport. You will fill out a release of liability form. | will also provide a
hard copy of the rental agreement.
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There are 4 stages of training to be completed prior to the check ride
(practical exam) with a FAA representative called a Designated Pilot
Examiner (DPE). The check ride consists of a 3-4 hour oral exam on your
aeronautical knowledge followed by a 1-2 hour flight with the DPE. This
might sound daunting at first, but we will get you well prepared to ace this
exam! You and your instructor will work as a team to determine when you
are ready to test. Prior to scheduling a student for a check ride, the student
will need to have completed their written exam at a certified testing center.
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Private Pilot To Do & Shopping List
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Students are always encouraged to shop around for the best deal (Amazon,
Sporty’s Pilot shop, eBay [good deals for used items] etc.).
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- Syllabus # K4
e Our guide for training, 4 stages for the private pilot to get ready for
the check ride.
e ~ $100 hard copy only purchased from onsite store
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- Pilot’'s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge (PHAK) K47 G fifi 4% &R T /it
® Primary reference book

® Purchase a hard copy or download online for free from FAA
website

® https://www.faa.gov/requlations policies/handbooks manuals/avia

tion/phak
® Other option: Rod Machado’s Private Pilot Handbook (adds
humor and makes the information relatable)
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- Airplane Flying Handbook “¥#1 %47 F it
® Provides basic knowledge and skills for pilots.

® Purchase a hard copy or download online for free from FAA
website

® https://www.faa.gov/requlations policies/handbooks manuals/avi
ation/airplane handbook
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- Airman Certification Standards (ACS) Private Pilot Airplanefh A\ K47 52k
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® This is the document used during your check ride exam with the
designated pilot examiner. During training, maneuvers learned
will be to the standards listed in this document.

® Purchase a hard copy or download online for free from the FAA
website

® https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/media/private air
plane_acs_cha nge_1.pdf
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- Private Pilot Oral Exam Guide, Author: Michael D. Hayes#A\ A\ K47 &2 1R,
E1=]
® Start reading about 3 weeks out from your check ride date or
sooner if the other materials are finished.
® Hard copy or electronic ~ $13
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- FAR/AIM JRFR AL 220 2 5 1) -0
® |mportant basis of information and regulations that pilots are
subject to.
® Federal Aviation Regulations and Aeronautical Information Manual
® purchase a hard copy (often preferred by students & instructors)
or electronic copy can be stored in ForeFlight ~ $20
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- Auviation Logbook fi#s H &

® Tracking flight times, training, and endorsements ~ $10
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- Pilot's Operating Handbook (POH) ¥ 47 51 ¥4 F-/lit
® based on training aircraft Cessna 152 or Cessna 172S Nav I/Il (not
Nav III)
® hard copy or free pdf versions online
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- Rotating Plotter k174K #%
® Used on aeronautical paper charts for flight planning ~$10
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- E6-B flight computer E6-B K475 K.
® Used for flight planning calculations
® manual wheel one [often preferred by instructors and students]
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~$15 to ~$40 or electronic one ~ $80 to ~$100)
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- Foggles ®ATIZRHRBE
® Required if continuing to instrument rating, can be borrowed
for private pilot certification ~ $20
® Shaded clear glasses to obstruct outside view and only permit

view of instrument panel (gauges) in the airplane to simulate
clouds or visual obstruction.
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- Head Lamp "¥473kAT

® Used for night flying (red and white light) ~$20
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- Kneeboard and/or iPad %17 fid F A # Ipad

® This is really pilot preference.

® iPads are recommended, but not necessary for the first few flights.

® Some pilots prefer to have an iPad with a pen and paper
clipboard “kneeboard” to take notes.

® Some pilots prefer the iPad-mini and others prefer larger
ones to use the split screen for Foreflight and note pad
rather than having a pen & paper notepad.
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- Headset ¥4THWL

® PSA has limited headsets for students to borrow for first couple
of lessons, by the 3 lesson students needs to show proof of
purchase of a headset.

David Clarks dual plug (cheaper option ~ $300, used by the
military)

Bose A20 dual plug noise cancelling with or without blue tooth
(more expensive option ~ $1,200 but superior noise
cancelling)

Search around and read online views, determine your long
terms goals in aviation to determine the best investment, ask
instructors/other pilots on their experience
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- Aeronautical Paper Charts 4% /5 fiii £ &

@ All students are required to have paper copies of the Los
Angeles terminal area chart (TAC) during training (~ $8).

® Technology can fail therefore it is imperative we always have
current paper chart copies.



® Once a student begins flight planning, the Los Angeles sectional
chart (SEC) and/or San Diego sectional chart (SEC) are also
required.

® You can purchase these from the PSA pilot store or online through

a chart vendor.
® Charts need to be current for flying (expired charts can be
used for practice at home).
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Apps
- ForeFlight

® Usually starts with 1 month free trial. After that, at least
the basic yearly subscription ~$120. You can always
upgrade later in training.
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- Flight Aware or Flight Radar 24
® Free
® Allows you to track planes
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Websites

- YouTube free training %% & PPLALS
® So many options, my favorite for private pilot is ERAU (Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University) Private Pilot Playlist which has
63 well-made and direct to the point videos.
B https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-
5QIDZIK74GrL0fb6V_FZSLX86VIA7|4

- Live ATC
® Listen to current radio communications to help learn the lingo
® https://www.liveatc.net/
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Online Ground School

It is recommended to enroll/purchase some type of online ground
school to prepare for the FAA written exam for each
certification/rating. The online ground school will also help prepare
you for the oral exam portion of your check ride with the FAA’s
designated pilot examiner. There are numerous sites providing
ground school and costs vary. | recommend looking at several


http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-
http://www.liveatc.net/

platforms to determine which is best for you.

- Sporty’s
® https://courses.sportys.com/training/portal/home/courses

- King Schools
® https://kingschools.com/

- Gold Seal
® https://groundschool.com/

- Bold Method
® https://www.boldmethod.com/

- Pilot Institute
® https://pilotinstitute.com/

- Gleim Aviation
® https://www.qgleimaviation.com/

- Angle of Attack
® https://www.angleofattack.com/

- And so many more...
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